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5The P.E.R. – Play, Explore, Research project by 
Fondazione Reggio Children-Centro Loris Mala-
guzzi, made possible by the collaboration with 
The LEGO Foundation, is a global platform for 
exchange and research for teachers, educators, 
researchers, families and administrators to pro-
mote playful approaches to learning for children, 
young people and adults.
This series of publications brings together the 
contributions that characterised each individual 
conference-action in the seven countries invol-
ved in the project, starting with the launch of the 
P.E.R. project in Italy, in Reggio Emilia, in Novem-
ber 2023.
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P.E.R. workshops 
as living spaces 
for experimentation 
and dialogue



The workshops offered during the P.E.R. 
conference-action in Denver were con-
ceived as living spaces of inquiry, where 
theory and experience could meet through 
play and exploration. The workshops rep-
resented a central dimension of the con-
ference-action, embodying P.E.R.’s com-
mitment to learning as a playful, relational 
and collective process.

Through movement, material explora-
tion, storytelling, documentation, policy re-
flection, and playful pedagogy, participants 
were encouraged to question how knowl-
edge is constructed, how relationships are 
formed, and how humans, children and 
adults alike, inhabit natural, social, and dig-
ital worlds.

Some workshops foregrounded the 
interdependence between humans and 
nature, exploring how ecological relation-
ships can inform educational practices and 
ethical positions. Others focused on the 
digital dimension, approached as a space 
for dialogue, experimentation, and mean-
ing-making, one that can amplify human 
sensibilities and challenge reductive or 
extractive uses of technology. Together, 
these experiences contributed to a vision 
of natural digital dialogues rooted in multi-
sensory learning and systemic thinking.

At the same time, the workshops 
opened critical reflections on education 
as a public and political project. From dis-
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cussions on quality education policies to 
explorations of social-emotional learning, 
intergenerational relationships, and In-
digenous pedagogies, participants were 
invited to consider whose knowledge is 
valued, how educational systems are sus-
tained, and how cultural traditions, com-
munity practices, and lived experiences 
shape pedagogy.

The diversity of voices and institutions 
reinforced the conference-action’s com-
mitment to intergenerational dialogue 
across contexts and cultures. Collectively, 
the workshops created a shared landscape 
of inquiry, offering participants opportuni-
ties not only to learn new tools or strate-
gies, but to reimagine education as a joyful, 
ethical, participatory and transformative 
practice.

 We could ask the tree 
Fondazione Reggio Children

Read, interpret, discover the world... re-
searching codes and mysterious modes of 
communication around us to invent new 
ones through a range of expressive lan-
guages.

What is a code and how does it show 
up? How many and how diverse codes can 
we identify in our daily spaces? How can 
we create new ones from our analysis and 
translation of those already existing?
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 Human we are, natural 
Fondazione Reggio Children

There are shapes and patterns repeated in 
nature that can be found in the human body: 
signs that tell a deep connection between the 
natural world and the human form. The work-
shop aims to explore through the language 
of movement the relationship between in-
ner landscape and natural landscape and 
seek resonances between internal and 
external images and sensations.

We will move between inner nature 
and outer nature to open a dialogue 
and create awareness about the in-
terdependence and correspond-
ence of humans with the natural 
world.

Can the language of movement 
express the interconnection 
between humans and nature? 
Can consciously inhabiting 
the body establish a dialogue 
with the natural world?

Can technologies be 
a tool to meet our sen-
sations, amplifying and 
making visible what 
often remains silent? 
Can technology be-
come sensitive by 
aligning with our 
feelings?
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 Building the pillars of a quality 
 education policy 
Fondazione Reggio Children

Together, we will explore the essen-
tial components for developing a qual-
ity education policy. In the course 
of the activity, the key factors that 
ensure the resilience and durabil-
ity of educational policies will be 
analysed, and the frequency with 
which they should be updated 
to remain effective and rele-
vant will be discussed.

What are the fundamental 
pillars for a quality education 
policy? Which elements 
are crucial to ensure the 
resilience of the educa-
tional policy? How often 
should an educational 
policy be updated to 
maintain its effective-
ness over time?



 Make Lei, talk story: 
 sharing Hānai pedagogy 
 across waters 
University of Colorado 
Denver – School 
of Education and Human 
Development

This workshop is a com-
munity exploration of our 
learning, both as students 
and teachers,through 
Hānai Pedagogy. Hānai 
stands for Hands-on ac-
tivities, Aloha (love), Nav-
igation, Authenticity, and 
Interrelations. Participants 
will share experiences and 
influences that have im-
pacted their learning and 
profession while making a 
paper and bead lei (gar-
land) to keep or gift to a 
mentor in their life.

How have people, plac-
es, and lived experiences 
influenced our pedagogy 
to be what it is today?

How can Hānai Pedago-
gy (Brandehoff, 2023) be 
applied in classrooms or 
teacher preparation pro-
grams outside of Hawai’i?
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 The playful teacher: 
 cultivating SEL through joyful learning 
University of Colorado Denver

How can play transform teaching? This session ex-
plores how playful pedagogy enhances educators’ social 
and emotional competencies, fostering creativity, resil-
ience, and inclusive learning environments. Through 
playful activities and real-world applications, we’ll 
examine the “Pyramid of Play” framework and how 
it supports self-awareness, relationship-building, 
and emotional intelligence. Participants will leave 
with practical strategies to integrate play into 
learning, empowering future educators to bring 
joy, connection, and SEL into their classrooms.

 Messing about with nature & technology 
Boulder Journey School

Discover David Hawkins’ “Messing 
About” through exploration of nature 
and technology. This workshop uses 
pedagogical documentation, natural 
materials, and digital tools to explore 
inquiry-based learning, curiosity, and 
critical thinking through open-end-
ed play, guided discovery, and re-
flection.

What is the role of joyful play 
in learning for children and 
adults? Where are the inter-
sections between nature and 
technology?
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 Mark-making with elements from 
 both natural and digital landscapes 
Boulder Journey School

Participants will play with various mark-
making tools and technologies, including 
charcoals, oil & chalk pastels, graphite & 
colored pencils, inks, watercolor pencils 
and paints, as well as a variety of mark-mak-
ing supports such as cardboard, sulphite 
paper, acetate, and tissue paper, natural 
materials, tablets, smartphones, and pro-
jectors..They will work in small groups to 
discover the potential for playful learning 
within each material and combination of 
materials, while also reflecting on the fol-
lowing research questions:

How can playful learning experiences in 
natural environments embody an approach 
that views human beings as a part of the 
natural world? Does this viewpoint prevent 
us from mis-using or consuming the world 
around us?

How can virtual reality extend and en-
hance playful learning experiences? How 
does virtual reality impact our reality?

What opportunities exist for the use of 
artificial intelligence within playful learning 
experiences?

 Supporting play 
 and intergenerational relationships 
 through indigenous traditions 
Johns Hopkins Center for 
Indigenous Health

The SPIRIT Project brings together a 
joyful Indigenous collective from across 
Aotearoa New Zealand, Australia, B.C., 
Canada, and the United States to sup-
port Indigenous child and family wellbeing 
through home visiting and the promotion 
of play. Workshop participants will learn 
about this project while practicing some of 
our play components.

How can we support Indigenous wellbe-
ing through play?

How can play be rooted in culture to 
heal intergenerational trauma?

What is the definition of home with-
in home visiting, and how is this different 
among different communities?





54

P.E.R. – Play, Explore, Research

 Bring a book to life with OctoStudio 
Creative Communities

Join us for an exploration in storytelling, crafting, and 
coding. In this workshop, we willengage with multiple 
literacies by tinkering with books,crafts, and a new 
creative tool, the OctoStudio coding app, to create in-
teractive animated storie based on beloved children’s 
book.

How can we use storytelling, everyday materi-
als, and digital creation to bring books to life?

 Meeting youth where they are 
Computer Clubhouses

Let’s be honest, connecting with youth 
isn’t about having all the answers or sticking 
to a script. It’s about showing up, meeting 
them in their world, and creating a space 
where they can just be, no pressure, 
no judgment. This session is all about 
keeping it authentic, building real rela-
tionships, and creating a space where 
they feel safe to be themselves.

What are some signs that you’ve 
met a youth where they are?

What ways can we use these 
strategies via different cultures 
and backgrounds?

How do you currently meet 
youth where they are and 
what does that mean to you?
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Intergenerational spaces 
for play, exploration 
and research



Across all P.E.R. conference-actions, a 
dedicated time and space has been inten-
tionally reserved for families and children 
to play and learn together.

These moments were conceived as in-
tergenerational encounters, where children 
could engage alongside parents, grandpar-
ents, siblings, and extended family mem-
bers, affirming learning as a shared, rela-
tional experience rooted in everyday life.

In Denver, this family-centered dimen-
sion took place at The Lola & Rob Salazar 
Student Wellness Center in a particularly 
rich and vibrant form. Longstanding part-
ners who had participated throughout the 
conference days were joined by new organ-
izations that came together for this special 
occasion, expanding the network of relation-
ships and perspectives. The Clyfford Still 
Museum, CrewConcept Drone Lab, and the 
Computer Clubhouse contributed to creat-
ing an open, playful environment, where ar-
tistic research, technological experimenta-
tion, and creative expression could coexist. 
The Computer Clubhouse DJ station, with 
music as a living language, became a gath-
ering point that invited movement, listening, 
and connection across ages.

Fondazione Reggio Children offered 
two workshops designed specifically for 
families. Because Grass Isn’t All the Same, 
It’s Also Different invited participants to 
slow down and observe the biodiversity 
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hidden within a simple patch of lawn. Through 
drawings, material compositions, and shared 
images of nature, carried in memories, phones, 
and attentive gazes, children and adults ex-
plored the richness of plant life beneath their 
feet, discovering diversity, form, texture, and 
interdependence.

Spring Your Body opened a space for 
bodily expression and movement inspired 
by the rhythms of the natural world. As 
buds and flowers emerge and unfold, 
so too did gestures, movements, and 
energies arise from the body, some-
times delicate, sometimes dynamic, 
celebrating vitality, renewal, and the 
deep connection between human 
movement and plant life.

Together, these experiences re-
affirmed a shared belief: learning 
happens in relationship, across 
generations, and through mul-
tiple languages, bodily, mate-
rial, artistic, digital, and emo-
tional. The family sessions 
in Denver embodied the 
PER vision of education 
as a collective, joyful pro-
cess, where playing and 
learning together be-
comes a way to grow 
worlds, rooted in 
care, curiosity, and 
connection.
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The P.E.R. conference-action held in Den-
ver generated questions that continued to 
resonate across workshops, conversations, 
exchanges and reflections. From the outset, 
the conference invited participants to ask 
how a playful approach to learning and the 
digital dimension might be held together 
without simplification, and what it means to 
do so in a time of profound cultural, politi-
cal, and technological transformation.

Across embodied workshops, material 
and digital explorations, policy-oriented di-
alogues, Indigenous pedagogies, and play-
ful approaches to learning and wellbeing, a 
recurring insight emerged: learning is fun-
damentally relational. It takes shape in the 
relationships between bodies and environ-
ments, between humans and more-than-
human worlds, between generations, and 
between natural and digital landscapes. 
These experiences challenged any sepa-
ration between the digital and the cultural 
contexts in which it operates, revealing in-
stead a dense web of interdependencies.

Within this landscape, Growing Worlds 
Together Through Natural Digital Dialogues 
articulated the vision of P.E.R. as a way of 
engaging with complexity: play, explora-
tion, and research appeared as intertwined 
movements through which children and 
adults co-construct meaning and respon-
sibility. This orientation made visible the 
contours of a natural digital culture: one 
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in which digital technologies are inhabited 
critically and creatively, shaped through 
action, interpretation, and dialogue.

Throughout the conference, the digital 
emerged neither as an external force nor 
as a neutral tool. It appeared as a cultur-
al and political space, formed by values, 
intentions, questions, and empowering 
relations. When approached through 
play and inquiry, digital tools supported 
imagination. They entered into dialogue 
with bodies, materials, natural elements, 
memories, and stories, becoming part of 
a broader system of relationships. In this 
sense, technology was explored not as 
something that replaces nature, but as 
something that can enhance an ecological 
vision of the world.

Carla Rilandi’s words offered a powerful 
thread that wove together the reflections 
emerging throughout the conference. The 
idea that childhood does not exist unless 
it is consciously recognized reframed the 
entire dialogue. The right of children to 
have rights, she reminded us, cannot be 
sustained by rhetoric alone; it demands 
cultural courage and political commit-
ment. Recognizing children as citizens, as 
bearers of culture and rights, and as ac-
tive protagonists in the construction of 
meaning is an ongoing responsibility that 
education systems and societies must be 
willing to take on.

These questions extended further into 
the meaning of being human in a time 
shaped by digitalization and artificial in-
telligence. If the increasing mediation of 
learning risks isolation and fragmentation, 
childhood offers another possibility: learn-
ing together, through listening, curiosity, 
and shared inquiry. Children remind us that 
we are living beings among other living be-
ings, connected by interdependence rath-
er than domination. From this perspective, 
natural digital dialogue becomes a way of 
rethinking relationships, not only between 
humans and machines, but among humans 
themselves.

The question of intelligence, what it is, 
who defines it, and how it is cultivated, re-
mained deliberately open. Artificial intelli-
gence, with its immense capacity to pro-
cess information, demands orientation and 
ethical grounding. It requires questions, 
not submission. Education, inspired by chil-
dren’s ways of knowing, has a crucial role 
in sustaining the capacity to question, to 
doubt. Playing with artificial intelligence, 
experimenting with it, critically and collec-
tively, emerged as both a pedagogical and 
political act.

Declining birth rates, shrinking public 
investment, and growing inequalities can-
not be separated from how societies val-
ue childhood. The future of education, the 
conference suggested, cannot exist with-
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out the existence of childhood itself, rec-
ognized and allowed to flourish. This per-
spective calls for a profound cultural shift: 
one that places trust in childhood, affirms 
its social and political value, and under-
stands education as a participatory and 
democratic process.

The Denver conference-action ultimate-
ly reaffirmed that growing worlds together 
through natural digital dialogues is not a 
metaphor, but a commitment. It means tak-
ing responsibility for the world we are shap-
ing, the technologies we are designing and 
inhabiting, the questions we choose to ask, 
and the relationships we decide to cultivate.

Today, more than ever, this responsibili-
ty is unmistakably political.

Watch the final video of the
P.E.R. Play Explore Research conference

in Denver



64

P.E.R. – Play, Explore, Research



Conclusions

65





Denver, Colorado — USA

P
.E

.R
. –

 P
L

A
Y

, E
X

P
LO

R
E

, R
E

S
E

A
R

C
H

5The P.E.R. – Play, Explore, Research project by 
Fondazione Reggio Children-Centro Loris Mala-
guzzi, made possible by the collaboration with 
The LEGO Foundation, is a global platform for 
exchange and research for teachers, educators, 
researchers, families and administrators to pro-
mote playful approaches to learning for children, 
young people and adults.
This series of publications brings together the 
contributions that characterised each individual 
conference-action in the seven countries invol-
ved in the project, starting with the launch of the 
P.E.R. project in Italy, in Reggio Emilia, in Novem-
ber 2023.

Supported by 

Growing worlds together
throught natural digital dialogues

Conference
proceedings




