Acta Biomed 2021; Vol. 92, N. 2: 2021017

DOI: 10.23750/abm.v92i2.10801

© Mattioli 1885

ELETTER:

COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

Pediatric inflammatory multisystem disease in children with

COVID-19 - Reply

Lorenzo Iughetti

Pediatric Unit, Departmente of Medical and Surgical Sciences for Mothers, Children and Adults, University of Modena and

Reggio Emilia, Italy

Dear colleagues,

we thank you for sharing your ideas on our pub-
lication.

This topic is as timely as ever, particularly due to
new SARS-CoV-2 outbreak in European countries
and persistent high number of contagions in the US.

We cited the known possible association between
coronaviruses and Kawasaki disease, as well as between
many other viruses. What we wanted to underline is
the epidemiological, clinical and laboratoristic differ-
ence between Kawasaki disease and this multinflam-
matory syndrome related to SARS-CoV-2.

First of all, as we wrote, “the absence of reported
cases of Kawasaki-like multisystem inflammatory syn-
drome associated with SARS-CoV-2 infection in Asia
countries where the COVID-19 pandemic started,
and where the incidence of KD is the highest, is note-
worthy”. As you say, it might be related to underly-
ing genetic or immunological background (1). Further
studies should be conducted to analyze this point.

About diagnosis, we know the possibility of false
positive serology, and also false negative nasopharyn-
geal swabs (2).

It is interesting the observation that COVID 19
might co-exist with other infections, that might in-
duce inflammatory multisystem manifestations. How-

ever, no other infections where diagnosed in the cases
descripted, both in Europe and US.
Kind regards
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