Hepatocellular Carcinoma in HIV-Infected Patients: Check Early, Treat Hard
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ABSTRACT
Purpose. Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is an in-
creasing cause of mortality in HIV-infected patients in
the highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART) era.
The aims of this study were to describe HCC tumor
characteristics and different therapeutic approaches, to
evaluate patient survival time from HCC diagnosis, and
to identify clinical prognostic predictors in patients with
and without HIV infection.

Patients and Methods. A multicenter observational

retrospective comparison of 104 HIV-infected patients
and 484 uninfected patients was performed in four Ital-
ian centers. HCC was staged according to the Barcelona
Clinic Liver Cancer (BCLC) criteria.

Results. Tumor characteristics of patients with and
without HIV were significantly different for age, East-
ern Cooperative Oncology Group performance status
(PS) score =<1, and etiology of chronic liver disease. De-
spite the similar potentially curative option rate and

Correspondence: Massimiliano Berretta, M.D., Ph.D, Department of Medical Oncology, National Cancer Institute, Aviano (PN) Italy,
Via Franco Gallini 2, 33081 Aviano (PN), Italy. Telephone: 39-0434-659724; Fax: 39-0434-659531; e-mail: mberretta@cro.it Re-
ceived November 30, 2010; accepted for publication June 8, 2011; first published online in The Oncologist Express on August 25, 2011.
©AlphaMed Press 1083-7159/2011/$30.00/0 http://dx.doi.org/10.1634/theoncologist.2010-0400

The Oncologist 2011;16:1258-1269 www.TheOncologist.com

S10T ‘01 1oquiaoa( uo 1san3 Aq /310°ssardpawreydie-isiSojoouoay)//:dny woiy papeojumoq

10/12/15, 11:53



